Make Your Congressional Visits Count!

POSSIBLE QUESTIONS FOR CONGRESSIONAL MEETINGS

Visits with your Congressional delegation are an important part of the Youth Tour experience. Members of Congress want to hear what you have to say. It is important to note that these meetings can reflect positively, or negatively, on the rural electric cooperative program.  

To help make sure that these meetings with your representatives and senators go well, here are some “pump-priming” questions to get the ball rolling during a Q&A session.  Feel free to use these during your meetings.

· I have friends that tell me not to bother getting involved in politics/grassroots activities because Congress doesn’t care what the youth think. It is senior citizens that vote and not the youth.  Congressman, what sort of answer should I give to my friends?

· What is the role of rural America in the 21st Century? 

· Energy is a hot topic in the news lately. How is Congress addressing our energy needs?  

· How can we balance our growing energy needs in an environmentally sensitive way? 

· Is rural America equipped to meet the twin goal of producing enough food and meet our growing energy demand (i.e. ethanol)?

· How can we increase the number of jobs and spur economic development in my town?

· What is Congress doing to bridge the digital divide? 

· What is the impact of budget deficits on domestic programs? Education? Health care?  Agriculture?

· What has Congress done to make higher education more affordable?

· Watching the news, there seems to be a never-ending conflict between Democrats and Republicans. Is this partisanship harmful to the country? Do you have friends across the political aisle?  

· When you were our age, did you want to be a legislator?  What was your career path to Congress?

· How do you balance living all the way in Washington, DC, with representing people like me in rural [name the state]?

· What can we do to become better leaders in our community?
